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1654 can doubt, and it was the profoundest of his motives. But there were others of a very different kind. Through his diplomacy he intended to prevent any Stuart restoration by foreign help. More important, he desired to expand the commerce of England, and no arguments were more carefully weighed by him than those which dealt with mercantile prospects. He was resolved that his policy should show a good balance-sheet. On this material side there was a stiff determination that England, which too long had been a cypher in world affairs, should play a masterful part again. Like Richelieu he would be the leader of an international brotherhood, and the ambassadors of the nations should wait humbly in his ante-room. This desire was not based on any petty folic des grandeurs, but on a passionate belief in the quality of his race and the greatness of its destiny. At the back of it, too, was his sense of an immense broadening world in which England must have her share. London was full of merchants who traded to the ends of the earth, he had himself in earlier days dabbled in overseas ventures, and he was daily meeting sea-captains with their tales of opportunities waiting for bold men. He was as ready as his secretary, who with dimming eyes wrote the Council's Latin dispatches, to kindle to the magic of strange names like

Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, And Samarchand of Oxus,

or of strange merchandise like that listed by the East India Company in 1650, " dragons' blood, elephant's teeth, tamarind, frankincense, taffeties of Persia."

These various impulses all played their part in determining Oliver's foreign policy, but, when it came to action, the decisive motive was the practical needs of the case. If he had to choose between two forms of papistry, he would lean to that which was the more useful ally. This opportunism was revealed in the ingenuity with which he distinguished between the Catholicisms of France and Spain, and his disregard of the religious question altogether in his treaty with